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60 Geographical Literature and Maps 

History of Russia. By V. O. Kluchevsky. Translated by C. J. Hogarth. 
Vol. I. ix and 373 pp. ^Index. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 1911. $2.50. 
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This first volume, rich in itself and full of promise for what is yet to come, 
brings us down to the fifteenth century in calendar and, in events, to the 
assumption of power by the Moscow principality and the fall of the free com- 
monwealths in the subjection of Nizhni-Novgorod by the Muscovite Ivan III. 
Prof. Kluchevsky is so keen in the analysis of events, in the ferreting out of 
their conditions precedent and their ultimate results, so devoted to a commend- 
able philosophy of Russian history, that he has largely neglected keeping count 
of the time of these events, and chronometry is really necessary to a proper 
comprehension of any history. Even without the time he has succeeded in 
making clear — and this is the first time that the matter has been satisfactorily 
explained to the non-Russian reader— the tangle of the succession of the descen- 
dants of Yaroslav as princes suzerain of Kiev. With the regular succession 
on the one hand and the succession of appanage on the other he joins a clear 
setting forth of the essential difference of the life of the community in Kiev 
and Moscow, making it plain that as the former was a great mart for trade 
with Byzantium the irruption of Asiatic hordes athwart the trade route brought 
about the decadence of Kiev. The work is worthy of a better translation. 
This English version is frequently obscure, much of it suggests rendering 
through a possible German or French version. Other faults, however, lie in 
the English itself. The verb "to adumbrate" is overworked, scarcely once in 
many times of employment does it fit the sense. On page 354, in discussing the 
regional quarrels of Novgorod, a matter in which the whole history of the 
great free commonwealth is bound up, this English version impossibly attributes 
to Prof. Kluchevsky the statement "enmity between the aristocratic Sophiskaia 
Storona and the democratic Sophiskaia Storona," whereas it is notorious that 
the democratic, often turbulent, storona of Novgorod was the Torgovaia. 

William Churchill. 
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Meteorologische Beobachtungen der schwedischen Siidpolar- 
expedition. Ill: Zusammenfassung der allgemeinen meteorologischen Re- 
sultate sowie Beobachtungen wahrend der Schlittenfahrt 30. Sept.-4. Nov. 1902. 
Bearbeitet von Gosta Bodtnan. 159 pp. Diagrams. Wissenschaftl. Ergebnisse, 
Schwed. Stidpolar-Exped., 1901-03, unter Leitung von Dr. Otto Nordenskjold, 
Vol. 2, Lief. 4, Lithogr. Inst, des Generalstabs, Stockholm, 1910. 11x8. 

A very rich harvest has been gathered from the meteorological observa- 
tions taken on the numerous Antarctic expeditions of the past ten or a dozen 
years. And still the results keep coming in. The Swedish South Polar Expedition 
of 1901-03, under the direction of Dr. Otto Nordenskjold, made a very valuable 
contribution to this rapidly increasing Antarctic meteorological literature. The 
fourth part of Vol. II of the scientific results of this expedition contains a 
summary of the meteorological work, together with the observations taken on 
the sledge journey of September 30-November 4, 1902, prepared by G. Bod- 
man. The summaries are compact and clear; the data are discussed very 
fully, and there is a welcome comparison of the Swedish results with those 
obtained on the other recent expeditions. There are many curves, but those 
which will certainly have the most general interest are thirty-six plates show- 
ing, in facsimile, the barograph, thermograph and hygrograph curves, and a 
graphic presentation of the" wind data, for thirty-six weeks. This is a veri- 
table treasure-house of information concerning Antarctic meteorology. The 
station (Snow Hill) was on the equatorial side of the Antarctic Circle, but 
the character of the weather was such that there is no doubt about its being a 
pure Antarctic type, with very cold summers and prevailing winds from prac- 
tically only two (opposite) directions. The text calls attention to some of 
the more characteristic features of these curves, but there is a great deal of 
interesting material here, awaiting patient investigation. R. DeC. Ward. 



